
December 2009 

ótis the season, to fly! 

Itôs the month of 
November that keeps us 
Yankeeôs here in big D, 
what a terrific month of 
flying we had. Starting 
with the man on man 
CDôd by Tim Bennett, 
weather and work and 
travel schedules 
cooperated yielding 
eight flying sessions on 
the field and at the 
slope. Itôs my favorite 
season in Big D! 

Heads up 2.4 pilots 
Iôve been flying 2.4 now 
for a few years, in fact, I 
was the first to make the 
conversation at the club 
level. Now just look at 
the contest sign-in sheet 
and the trend is pretty 
obvious. Even die hard 
hold-outs have made at 
least a partial transition 
with the Radian, as 
Parkzone  offers a 
terrific value for the total 
package. First, for 
Radian pilots flying the 
included Dx5 
transmitter, pay close 
attention to the LED 
battery lights on the face 
of the transmitter. All led 
lights MUST be 
illuminated for the 

system to fly at full 
range. With even one 
light out, youôll lose 
connection at a 
relatively short range, 
(1,500 feet) just keep 
fresh batteries in the 
transmitter, or go to a 
more advanced radio.   
 
I fly Spektrum 2.4 GHz 
systems in all my ships, 
two areas Iôve learned 
about recently bear 
discussion. 
By their nature, all 2.4 
systems are less 
tolerant of low voltage 
then 72 MHz systems. 
Couple this with a big 
ship going up on a hard 
launch driving those 
digital servos, and you 
can get into trouble. At 
the TNT I saw one ship 
lost this way, and had a 
recent eye opener 
myself when I landed 
the mighty Genie  and 
found a flashing bind 
light, indicating a power 
loss during flight. I had 
no indication there was 
an issue, the system 
restarted with no 
problem. Two simple 
things to check; first be 
sure 
 

From the Prezé 
Inside this issue:  

2009 Christmas Party 

Itôs not too late! 
 
Monday December 7th 
Frontiers of Flight Museum 
Bar opens at 6:30 
Dinner at 7:00 
Secret Santa and fun to 
follow! 
 

RSVP to Dan or Perry 

your receiver has the 
current firmware that 
allows for a quick boot 
after power failure. In 
this case, if you lose 
power, the receiver will 
simply re-acquire the 
bind after a power 
spike. Older versions 
will require an 
extended re-bind 
process, resulting in 
delay in connection to 
the transmitter To test 
simply   turn off and 
then back on a bound 
receiver. If you 
connect immediately, 
youôre good to go, if 
not, contact Spektrum 
for an update.  

Second, with a full 
house ship equipped 
with digital servos, it 
makes sense to move 
to a 5 cell pack, the 
extra voltage provides 
an added buffer, well 
worth the space and 
weight. 
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The Update  



The TNT has come and 
gone, and another great 
year has come to a 
close.  While weather 
has taken itôs toll on 
contests this year, I was 
able to bid my schedule 
around most of them. 
Like most of the pilots 
at SLNT, I am contest 
driven and thrive to 
improve my flying skill 
all the time. Generally I 
go out at least once a 
week with my short high 
start, a landing tape 
and my talking timer. 
Landing practice 
against a clock is the 
only way to go. Just 
flying around and 
landing somewhere 
close to the time 
doesnôt cut it in this 
group.  

So the number one rule 
of getting better contest 
finishes is to practice 
landings with a clock.  

Contest tips from the Top Gun  
John Luetke  

Whether you set up a 
20 second approach or 
a 30 second approach, 
the key is to put the 
airplane abeam your 
shoulder at the set time, 
then fly your approach 
pattern.  

I personally fly a 30 
second approach. My 
model is abeam my 
shoulder at 30 seconds 
heading downwind, I 
turn base at 20 seconds 
and turn final at 15 
seconds. Then I 
modulate my speed to 
bring it home on time.  If 
you do this without 
practice on a calm day, 
I assure you that you 
will be within a couple 
of seconds of your 
target time. Practicing 
the approach and 
landing will get you 
there consistently in 
varying wind conditions. 
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I personally fly a 30 
second approach. 
My model is abeam 
my shoulder at 30 
seconds heading 
downwind, I turn 
base at 20 seconds 
and turn final at 15 
seconds. 



  

October is always the 
exciting month for me in 
soaring. It starts with 
the fall soaring festival 
in Visalia. I always get 
to see old friends and 
make new ones every 
year. This year was no 
exception. Barry and I 
headed out to Visalia 
on Thursday and 
arrived at the field 
shortly after 1pm. We 
immediately went to the 
hotel to check in and 
retrieve our models 
which were sent out a 
few days earlier. Since 
Barryôs AVA Proôs didnôt 
arrive in the USA until 
Friday the week before, 
I built 2 AVA pros that 
weekend and shipped 
them on Monday. One 
AVA PRO for myself, 
and one for Barry.  With 
the inclement weather, I 
had no chance to fly 
them before sending 
them to Visalia. 
Subsequently I spent 
Thursday afternoon in 
Visalia trying to dial in 2 
AVAôs for the weekend 
and getting as much 
landing practice as I 
could. Friday at Visalia 
is a good day to keep 
your model in a box. It 
is much more fun to 
watch the carnage as 
the field gets very 
crowded and midairôs 
are common. Saturday 
morning features full 
scale flyovers and the 
contest starts with a 
pilots meeting. Task 
times are fairly easy for 
most of the rounds, but 

Quest for Level V, the final stop s 
John Luetke  

they do squeeze in a 9 
and a 10 minute round 
that usually gets about 
half of the pilots. I was 
part of that half in open 
class. I chased a 
thermal far downwind 
and ended up landing 
on the gravel burm 
about 30 feet short of 
the landing area 
resulting in a zero flight. 
If I had just touched the 
grass, I would have 
ended up in the top 10. 
My High end has 
served 
me well for the last two 
years, and I canôt blame 
this on the model. I just 
ran out of altitude, 
airspeed and ideas at 
the same time. Big, big 
disappointment.  
 
RES was another story 
though. Going into the 
last round I was in 
fourth place, only one 
point behind Edgar 
Vera, 5 points behind 
Skip Miller, and 9 points 
behind Jerry Robinson. 
Tight scores and well 
within striking distance 
with a good flight. I 
launched for my last 
flight, immediately 
found lift and specôd out 
my airplane. Chatting 
away with Daryl Perkins 
and Barry, I asked hey 
Barry, how much time is 
left? Minute tené, not 
what I wanted to hear at 
1600 feet. Daryl making 
me laugh, tears coming 
out of my eyes, I dove 
the airplane down to set 
up for a landing. My 

pleas of ñshut up Daryl, 
I need this landing!ò 
worked, 9 minute task 
with a max of 30 
landing points; I put in a 
perfect flight. This 
vaulted me to the top to 
take RES class in 
Visalia. Needless to 
say, I was ecstatic 
about it! 

On to the TNT a week 
and a half later! As 
always, Edgar and 
Andy from California as 
well as Gordy from 
Louisville KY were my 
guests. This year I was 
also able to persuade 
Mike Smith to skip 
Visalia and come to the 
TNT instead. Mike has 
been a good friend of 
mine for many years 
now, and I have been 
looking forward to him 
coming to our contest 
for some time. Mike is 
the original endorser of 
the Sharon  pro 3.7, 
and when he heard that 
HKM is making the 
High End, a Dieter 
Perlick design who is a 
friend of Mikes, he 
called me and said ñme, 
me,me,me, meme, 
mememeò. 

Mike is an exceptional 
stick, and all-round 
great guy as many of 
you that got to talk with 
him found out. Donôt tell 
him I said so though, it 
might go to his head. I 
think he will be back in 
the future, as he was 
fed and watered well  
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during his stay and he 
got to take the TNT 
trophy home. The best 
part of all of this is that 
he used the High End 
to win the TNT!!!!! 

Fast forward a couple 
of days. I am watching 
the weather report on 
the news and I hear 
Windy out of the south. 
My first thoughts were 
ña couple of days of 
vacation left, and I canôt 
go flyò. The next 
thought was ñwindy out 
of the south, the landfill 
slope faces south!ò as I 
look up the wind graphs 
and text Dan Ahearn,  

ñ wanna sit on a hill 
tomorrow?ò 

John 
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Since we first acquired 
access to the slope, 
weôve been talking about 
a ñone designò we could 
all fly. Face it, most of us 
donôt have slope models, 
and frankly, there are so 
many choices one gets a 
headache. So leave it to 
HKM USA to come up 
with something to fly.  
 
Last week, while 
JimmyMac and I were 
knocking out our 2 and 4 
hour flights respectively, 
John was testing out the 
latest ship offered in a 
limited run, the ñNoodleò. 
Why ñNoodleò, well, letôs 
just say everyone canôt 
be Maverick or Viper. 
 
Itôs a simple conventional 
design, 48ò wing, RG-15 
airfoil. Tests began with 
a 10 to 12 mph breeze, 
with a little camber itôs 
floats quite nicely. A few 
hours later John had 
ballast in and was 
ripping holes in the sky 
like a mad man, made a 
Zagi look like a gas bag. 
 
John is in the final 
phases, proofing the 
instruction manual, 
probably making a few 
tweaks. Contact HKM if 
youôd like one, but hurry, 
I can tell you at least 4 
are spoken for! 

The Noodle , SLNT One Design Slope Model  
By Dan Ahearn 

Waiting on Ailerons 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The November closer of the 2009 Class A MOM Top Gun Series was held at Eastfield on Sunday 
the 15th. Seven contestants came out to fly in overcast conditions with mild South winds. We flew a 
modified version of the Class A Scramble with flight groups of three. Six rounds were flown with no 
flight group achieving a maximum time limit of five minutes. Lift was spotty and tight so competition 
was close. Launch technique was the deciding factor in many flights. 

 

1. Hal Ussery  Omega 16  
2. Tim Bennett   Blaster  15    
3. Jack Hamilton Pearl  12  
4. John Bourland Xterminator 11T 
5. Arnold Claycomb GLS-6  11T 
6. Bobby Dixon Monarch 10 
7. Bill Maserang Monarch 8 

 

 

 

On Sunday the 8th, at 
Southfork, we held our 
Annual Seeded Man-
On-Man contest for 
unlimited Sailplane. We 
set up six winches with 
parachutes into the 
southeast wind and 
launched groups of 
three or four models for 
ten-minute maximum 
flights using ten point 
scramble scoring. The 
longest flight getting 10 
points the next longest 
getting 9 points the third 
longest earns 8 points 
and so on. Everyone in 
the flight group 
achieving the maximum 
time gets 10 points. We 
flew five rounds. After 
the first round, the 
lowest scoring flyers 
flew in the first group 
followed by the next 
higher scorers and so 
on with the highest 
scorers flying in the last 
flight group. Landing 
scores were used for tie 
breakers only. 

November  Unlimited Contest  
Tim Bennett CD 

The day started with a 
pretty heavy overcast 
that kept times down 
and flight groups short. 
only a few flight groups 
saw more than one 
maximum score. One 
especially exciting flight 
was turned in by Julian 
Tamez with his High-
End featuring a climb 
out from less than six 
feet altitude at about 
three minutes into the 
flight. I think HKM sold 
a few airplanes on that 
one. 
 
Proving the validity of 
the contest format, the 
top spots were decided 
by flight scores, not 
landing points. I think 
next time we will use 
the club winches with 
retrievers as we can get 
models into the air just 
a fast with less messing 
around between rounds 
shagging chutes. 

 

 

 

             Flight Landing 

1. Gary Warner           50         449  
2. John Luetke           49         458 
3. Henry Bostick         48         441 
4. Tony Bermudez      48         440 
5. Arnold Claycomb    48         433 
6. Dan Ahearn            47         301 
7. Rodney Amonett     45        450 
8. Julian Tamez          45        308 
9. John Bourland        45        298 
10. Jack Hamilton       45        243 
11. Mark Williams       44         203 
12. Jim McNeal          43         351 
13. Tim Bennett    42      141 
 

November  Class A Man on Man  
Tim Bennett CD 
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The December Open 
class contest will occur 
on 12/13 at Southfork 
Ranch.  It will feature a 
Pro / Am format with 
modified runway 
landings.  Pilot's 
meeting will be at 9:15. 
Hope to see you there! 

December  Open Class Contest  
Rob Davis CD 
 

Our next contest will be 
the Sunday December 
20th at Eastfield 
College. Pilots meeting 
will be at 9:30 with first 
flights at 10:00. We will 
fly from the 50-meter 
upstarts. 
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December  Class A Man on Contest  
Tim Bennett CD 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
ü Saturday open TNT used for the April cancelled contest. 
ü Sunday open TNT and Friday RES used for the cancelled Sept TNT warm-up. 
ü TNT Overall and Friday RES used for the October TNT Drop 2 considered all 10 contests which 

included the make-ups 

 

 

Final Top Gun Standings  2009    
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How time flies é. Can you find yourself and your flying buddies? 
 

Terry D and Jay S 
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